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Arts Surveys to Engage Local 
Candidates





Creating the Survey

❑ Decide which candidates/ races you are targeting.

❑ Determine what issues are important to your creative community.

❑ Create online and paper surveys. (paper surveys, one page only)

❑ Start with 1-2 questions about the candidates’ arts background and participation.

❑ Include around 5 questions about your top arts issues.

❑ Provide background information for each question.

❑ Provide an easy way to answer each question first such as with multiple choice.

❑ Provide space for additional comments for each question .

❑ Chance to show how “cross-sector” issue relate to the arts.



Sample Survey

❑ Based on the Americans for the Arts 
Action Fund’s Federal Candidate Arts 
Survey.

❑ Asheville Arts Coalition members 
ranked top arts issues in January 2022

❑ Worked with Arts Coalition Chairs to 
create draft survey, and reviewed it 
with all 10 committees of the Arts 
Coalition

https://www.artsactionfund.org/FederalCandidateArtsSurvey
https://ashevillearts.com/coalition/




Surveying the Candidates

❑ Get an official list of candidates from County Board of Elections 
and/or the NC State Board of Elections.

❑ Send the survey the same way to all candidates. (give 2-3 weeks to complete)

❑ Target deadline 1 week before early voting begins. (October 20, 2022)

❑ Include a clear, brief introduction.

❑ Send reminders to all candidates that have not completed survey.

❑ Survey before primary or general election.

❑ Thank candidate for completing the survey.



Surveying the Candidates



Spreading the Word

❑ Post responses on your website.

❑ Share through emails and socials.

❑ Ask others to help you spread the word.

❑ Create a press release.

❑ Contact media directly.

❑ Let candidates know when and how the results are shared.

NONPROFITS CAN NOT AT ANY TIME OR IN ANY WAY SHOW ANY PREFERENCE 
OR IMPLY ANY ENDORSEMENT FOR A CANDIDATE OR THEIR RESPONSE















Questions? 
❑Arts NC Election Resources

❑Creating an Arts Candidate Survey

❑Surveying Candidates

❑Spreading the Word

❑Arts Candidate Events and Forums

❑Other Questions 

Resources
❑Arts NC Election Portal

❑Arts NC Arts Candidate Survey Toolkit

❑Arts NC Arts Candidate Forum/Event Toolkit

❑Asheville Area Arts Council Election Information

❑Arts AVL Town Hall Events

❑Americans for the Arts Action Fund’s Federal Candidate Arts Survey

https://artsnc.org/advocacy/election-portal/
https://artsnc.org/advocacy/election-portal/candidate-survey-toolkit/
https://artsnc.org/advocacy/election-portal/arts-candidate-forums-events/
https://ashevillearts.com/vote/
http://ashevillearts.com/town-hall/
https://www.artsactionfund.org/FederalCandidateArtsSurvey

